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“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be 

 Apostles of Hope” 

 
Daily Mass:  7:30am and 9:15 am 

Saturday 5pm   Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon 

 

June 9th, 2024 

The Tenth Sunday  

In Ordinary Time 

"Who are my mother and my brothers?" 
And looking around at those seated in the circle he said, 

"Here are my mother and my brothers. 
For whoever does the will of God 

is my brother and sister and mother." 
                                                                            Mark 3:33-35 



STS. PHILIP & JAMES PASTORAL STAFF 

Parish Center Phone:631-584-5454    Parish Fax:631-862-9675 

Website—www.sspj.org 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS 

Open Monday, Tuesday Wednesday 9am-6pm 
Open Thursday 9am-6pm 

Closed Friday, Saturday  and Sunday 
 

CLERGY 
Father Tom Haggerty, Pastor 

Father Joe Lobo-Associate Pastor 
Deacon John Keenan 

 
 PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Sister Theresita Donach, CSFN 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER  
Virginia Portanova 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 631-584-3204 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 1-3 

Charlotte Czujko~cczujko@sspj.org 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 4-6 

Barbara Luna~bluna@sspj.org 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 7-8 

Dominick Avento~davento@sspj.org 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Margaret Adams 

 
COORDINATOR OF PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Lynn Sisti 
 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY 
Dominick Avento 

 
DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES 

John Cordes 
 

SSPJ SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Diane M. Anderson 

School Phone-631-584-7896   School Fax: 631-584-3258 
 

TRUSTEES 
Brendan McGovern ~ Tina Cafaro 

 
 PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Michael Sharkey, Lou Guerra, Cynthia Lombardi, Paul Damato  
Lisa Keane,  Maureen Burke, Nancy Sanders, Peter Suski, Sheila Cavooris 

  

Sacraments 
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to 
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program. 
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before 
visiting the reception hall.  The Marriage Preparation process is 
nine months before your proposed wedding date. 
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to 
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School.  Adults prepare 
through RCIA. 
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the 
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment. 
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness, 
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to 
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on 
the first Sunday of the month following the 8:00am mass please 
see the Sacristan before mass. 
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic 
adults desiring to become Catholic)  are asked to contact the 
Parish Center Office. 

Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Monday1:30pm -7pm 

Collections: ~ 
 

Thanking you for your generosity 
Financial Support Needed weekly to meet Parish budget:           

$16,700 

Weekly Collection:   Sunday, June 2nd, 2024:      

Collections from Weekend masses:             $9,889. 

                        Mail Collections:                 1,645.                            

         Faith Direct(126Participants)  WEEKLY  $3,374.04. 

   Total Collection:                    $14,908.04            

 FAITH DIRECT:  VISIT SSPJ.ORG CLICK ON FAITH DIRECT ICON:USING 

SSPJ PARISH CODE:  NY232 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US  
IN YOUR PRAYERS 

LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN 
CAPT.  WILSON MARKS- USN                                  

CAPT. MICHAEL T. DOLAN- JR.  -D.O, US ARMY                              
LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES                                                                             

SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON 
SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY 

CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN 
LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY 

JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC 
CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS 

STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY 
LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON- 

STAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF 
RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF 
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC 

SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC 
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN 

PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL 
STEVEN CAVA-USN 
ERIC SEELIN- USMC 

CW2 CHRIS MUNZ 
CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN 

 CORPORAL  JAMES T. CASEY-USMC 
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY 

KEVIN JONES-USCG 
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG 

GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY  
MARIO  CATANIA-USMC  

RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC 
KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY 

ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN 
STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC 

                                    DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF 
                                         SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC 
                                              PAUL MUMOLO-USN 
                                               VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG 
                                           KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY 
                                       MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD 
                              KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– LT. US ARMY NATL.GUARD 

1 LT MICHAEL J BANG –MILITARY INTELLIGENCE  US ARMY 
MATTHEW PATRICK GALLAGHER US ARMY 
LT. COMMANDER CHRISTOPHER SHANK MD 

MIDN ERIN NICASTRO, USN.    
MAJ. BRENDAN JOHNSTON-USAF 
CHRISTOPHER A. HIONIDIS-USAF 

EMMETT MOLONEY –USN 
HANK MOLONEY—USAF 
CARL JOSEPHSON-USAF 

DANIEL JOSEPHSON-USAF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON-USAF 

LIVE-STREAMING THE 8:00AM SUNDAY MASS 
The Sunday mass at 8:am  is  available to view on our  SSPJ Church 

Facebook page, while it is live at the 8am mass, it can be recalled at any time. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihhZ2uwJHhAhWGON8KHZ-eCesQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffineartamerica.com%2Fshop%2Fcanvas%2Bprints%2Fin%2Bgods%2Bhands%3Fpage%3D2&psig=AOvVaw3sidcv-Vd-fjcoPKCIib


Father Tom’s Letter 

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities 

 

Dear Friends, 

Although “Ordinary Time” during the week began right after Pentecost, today is the first Sunday we’re back in 
Ordinary Time following the feasts of the Trinity and the Body and Blood of Christ.  While the term “ordinary” 
refers to the number order (today being the 10th Sunday of Ordinary Time), it also signals entering a different phase 
of time – a different season.  During these next months we hear again stories of Jesus’ ministry and teaching, seeking 
to understand and follow his invitations to be Apostles of Hope. 

“Family values” is a phrase used widely but with varied interpretations.  Today’s gospel seems to imply a similar 
situation in the time of Jesus.  And the words of Jesus can seem surprising – if not shocking – to many.  Fr. Dennis 
Hamm, SJ, reflects: 
 

The main shock comes from Jesus' surprising response to his relatives when they come after him to seize 
him, apparently to bring him back to Nazareth from Capernaum, where his healing ministry has stirred up 
an extraordinary following among the people and a concerned scrutiny on the part of the authorities. 

 
Informed that his mother and brothers are outside asking for him, Jesus says, “who are my mother and 
brothers?” And looking about at those seated in the circle he says, “here are my mother and my brothers. 
Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” Understandably, many readers are 
shocked by this apparent slighting of Mary and the “sisters and brothers.” It seems an affront to 
conventional family values.... 

 
The story of Jesus reminds us that rarely is evil ever mastered by direct attack—by war, say, or inquisition 
or imprisonment. The roots of evil are healed by the grace of God drawing those who seek to do God's will 
into a community that serves one another and reaches beyond its own interests. Such people know the 
power of God and rightly call one another sister and brother, no matter what their natural genealogy. The 
“family values” of Jesus stretch us beyond the private interests of our immediate family to a much larger 
world. 

 
I highlighted the last paragraph for it reminds me that clearly Jesus calls us to look beyond ourselves.  We are called 
to serve, and through serving the grace of healing can envelop us.  We are the church together. 
 
Last Sunday’s Eucharistic Procession followed by a presentation on praying with icons offered us vivid reminders 
that in receiving Eucharist we are called to become what we eat (St. Augustine) and Icons invite us to be windows to 
the divine.  Thank you to all who helped arrange these events and to all who were able to participate. 
        
And finally, as summer approaches... 
 What did the ocean say to the beach? Nothing. It just waved. 
 Why aren’t lobsters generous? Because they’re shellfish. 
 What did the tree say when summer finally arrived? What a re-leaf. 
 What kind of sandals do frogs wear? Open-toad. 
 Why do bananas wear sunscreen? Because they peel. 
 How do celebrities stay cool in the summer? They have many fans. 
 Why didn’t the sun go to college? It already had a million degrees. 
 
        Peace, 



Mass Intentions, For  the week of  June 9th, 2024 
Saturday 
June 8th 
Cantor: 
Murtha 

Presider: Father  Jude 
Lector:Dreschler/Grimaldi 
EM:Licari/Sisti/Anderson/

Damato/Dreschler 

9:15am 
 
 

5:00pm 

Margaret Regina 
 

Benedetta Caltabiano 

Sunday 
June 9th 
Cantor:  

Lupinacci 

Presider: Father Jude 
Lector:Halluska/Luna 

EM:Chilton/Czujko/Sehne 
M&P Tully 

8:00am For the People of  
SSPJ Parish 

Cantor 
Meringolo 

Presider: Father Tom 
Lector:Dobres/Koke 

EM:Napolitano/Suski/
Parish/Mulhall/Orlando/

Sotomayer 

10:00am Mary Castiglie Anderson 

Cantor: 
Meringolo 

Collective Mass 
Presider: Father Tom 
Lector: Geier/Suski 

EM:Consenz/Samson/
Stack/Settneri 

12:00pm 
 
 
 

Rev. Otto Froehlich 
Rev. William Murphy 

Dorothy Coyle 
Andrew Wallace 

Monday 
June 10th 

 

Adoration 
1:30-7pm 

In the Church 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Joan & John Purcell 
 

Living~Peter & Virginia 
Portanova 

Tuesday 
June 11th 

 

St Barnabas 7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Living~Ryan Nacimiento
-USMC 

Joseph Castiglie 

Wednesday 
June 12th 

 

 7:30am 
 

9:15am 
 

A Holy Soul In Purgatory 
 

A Holy Soul In Purgatory 

Thursday 
June 13th 

 

St Anthony of Padua 7:30am 
 

9:15am 
 

Anthony J. Sisti 
Collective Mass: 
Vincenza &Nunzio 

Colontropo 
Antoinette Gallo 

Friday 
June 14th 

 7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Living~Kyle Nacimiento 
USA 

John J. Davis 

Saturday 
June 15th 

Cantor:  
LoCastro 

Presider: Father Tom 
Lector:Franco/Merlino 
EM:Rizzo/Mantia/Sisti/

Drechsler/Urce 

9:15am 
 

5:00pm 
 

Paul J. Czujko 
 

No Intentions 

Sunday 
June 16th 

Cantor: 
Meringolo 

Presider: Father Tom 
Lector:Dervan/Marino 

EM:Koke/Portanova/Ramos/
Sehne/P. Tully 

8:00am For the People of SSPJ 
Parish 

Cantor: 
Lohmann 

Presider: Father Jude 
Lector:DeRosa/Doran 
EM:Calderone/Luna/

McKie/Mulhall/Orlando/
Kaleita 

10:00am Father’s Day Novena 

Cantor: 
Lupinacci 

Collective Mass 
Presider: Father  Jude 

Lector: Kenton/Rubano 
EM:Napolitano/Bleggi/

Margaret/Rubano 

12:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 

Father’s Day Novena 

Alan Piscak 
Andy 

Amanda Rose Cretella 
Anna Capizzio 
Anna Maria 
Alfred Fox 

Antonette Sabatino 
Angie Mingione 
Angela Amoroso 
Arthur Gureck 
Austin Rocky 

Baby Ben 
Baby Penny Grace 

Candela 
Barbara Bombace 

Brian 
Mattia Rose Lubrano 
Barbara Sammarco 
Belinda Groneman  
Benito Fernandez 
Betty DiSimone 

Brian Carr 
Bob DelCiello 
Rob Remhild 

Brenden Toomey 
Carol 

Carmela Montesano 
Carolyn Nehl 

Cathleen Henchey 
Chase Addonisio 
Christella Stewart 

David Beleck 
David McCue 

Deirdre W. 
Diane LaPorte 
Donna Patrissi 

Dorothy Mitchell 
Ed Ceraso 

Eleanor Bayley 
Elizabeth Martin 
Elizabeth Smith 

Elspeth Bigoness 
Eileen 

Emily Schiaratta 
Emily Souders 
Flo Donohue 
Gail Lumley 

Gloria Montesano 
Ginny & John Rief 

Gregory Parker 
Helen 

Harold Scott 
Jack Donohue 
Jackie Sikorski 

Jakob King 
Jamie Accardi 
Jean Saladino 

Jenny Bonanno 
Jerry 

Jessie Lokai 
Joelle Nicholas 

Joni Deleo 
John Capizzio 
John Cronin 

John DeStefano 
John Maynes 
John Mattia 

Joseph  

Joe Benaburger 
Joseph Domizzio 

Judy Rampola 
Joe Dorrian 
Joseph Costa 

Joseph Domizzio 
Kaitlyn Remhild 
Kathleen Draper 

Kathleen N. 
Kerry 

Karl Walz 
Kitty Cronin 

Kristin Galetta 
Laura Kennedy 
Larry Baldwin 

Lauretta Prague 
Laura Bode 

Leon Donach 
Lola Santangelo 

Lori Cearney 
Marjorie Fox 
Mary Monte 

Margaret Remhild 
Mark Hildreth 
Mark Wagner 

Mary Ryan 
Marie Feicco 
Maria Clark 

Maria Collaro 
Marie del Ciello  
Maureen Litten 

Mary Ann Cesarski 
Mary Beth McGovern 

Matthew Parrella 
Mia Mednick 

Michael Fisher 
Mike Lofaro 

Michael 
Nick Lella 

Patrice Henry 
Patricia Acker 

Pasquale Savarese 
Pat McCumber 
Peter Donach 

Peter Portanova 
Ricardo Buffit 

Rob Remhild& Family 

Riordan Cavooris 
Rogelio Martinez 
Ronnie Paciella 

Rose 
Ryan Duffy 

Sara Jean Andersen 
Stanley Stura 
Stephen Dolce 

    Susanne  Smith 
Tonia Perdue 
Tara Cesarski 

Teresa Mattera 
Tina Cafaro 

Tiffany Lochan 
Thomas Lifrieri 

Tom Ryan 
Tom Focone 

Vivien & John 
Cordes 

Wayne Smith Sr. 
 

We Pray for those who are ill... 

Eucharistic 
Adoration 

  
Monday’s 

  
1:30-7pm 

  
In the 
church 

  



 MONDAY, JUNE 3, 2024  

"Just as we know how to distinguish one 
language from another, we can also distinguish 
the voice of God from the voice of the evil one. 

The voice of God never forces us: God proposes 
himself, He does not impose himself. Instead, the 

evil voice seduces, assails, forces: it arouses 
dazzling illusions, emotions that are tempting 
but transient. At first it flatters, it makes us 
believe that we are all-powerful, but then it 

leaves us empty inside and accuses us: “You are 
worth nothing”. The voice of God, instead, 
corrects us, with great patience, but always 

encourages us, consoles us: it always nourishes 
hope."   

This  weekend,  
June 8th and 9th, 2024: 

SECOND COLLECTION TO HELP 
DEFRAY THE COST OF AIR CONDITIONING 

 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 

Music Ministry 
 
Are we doing God’s will for us? Our 
weekend focus, with our Presentation 
hymn, The Summons, God calls us to 
follow him. 
 
Will we?  
 
Holy Spirit come to us and help us as 
we figure out God’s will for us. 
 
So let us build a city of God. May our 
tears turn into dancing. For the Lord, 
our light and our love has turned the 
night into day, our Communion 
hymn. 



God’s Abundant Blessings Upon Our Newly Baptized  
~ WELCOME TO THE SSPJ PARISH FAMILY! 

June 2nd, 2024 

The Zanfarfino Family 

Welcome~ June 2nd, 2024 

To The  Hawkins Family 

~ June 2nd, 2024 

The Zinevich Family 

Welcome ~ May 19th, 2024 
 

Left to right top: 

 Charlotte Lynne Ewing,   
Guiliana Rose Mikrut 
Charli Lombardi Cosh 

 
Bottom Left and Right 

Grayson Patricia Ritto 
Isabella Katarina Fassler 

 
God’s love, grace and faith to all 

our newly baptized and their 
families. 

May your faith grow with you 
each day! 

 



THE GIFT OF JESUS IN THE EUCHARIST 
 

CELEBRATING THE FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI~ JUNE 2ND, 2024 

 





Dear Friends, 
 
 Well, most of the Celebration are over and we are now in ‘Ordinary’ 
time. Although the Church celebrates ordinary time, I am not sure that in 
our lives we can experience more than ordinary times. Hopefully with 
the coming of the summer months we will be able to take time for 
ourselves and those we love. 
 
 I remember reading in the book Song of the Seed by Macrina 
Wiederkehr that creating space is very important in our lives. Just like in 
typing, if we didn’t have spaces, we wouldn’t be able to understand the 
words. For example, NOWHERE, without a space, can mean NO WHERE 
or NOW HERE. Spacing makes all the difference. It is important to create 
space for God and our spiritual life. 
 
 With all that is occurring in our world, some could almost proclaim 
that God is NO WHERE to be found amidst all the sickness, violence, and 
injustice that is happening. What can we do to change that into God is 
NOW HERE? Well, I believe that we need to make some time and space 
for God to enter into our own hearts, asking God to send down the fire of 
His love, the Spirit. 
 
 We need to STOP and listen to the sound of God’s challenge for 
each and every one of us. For each of us the challenge may be different, 
but one thing we all have in common is the belief that God is with us and 
the plans He has for us are plans for the good. Again, this may be hard to 
see, but we need to stop and listen. 
 
 Have you taken the time to thank God for the good in your life, for 
the small blessings, and for the courage to continue on each day not 
knowing what can happen next? Have you taken the time to look at who 
you are as a person and see how you can develop more fully into the 
person God created you to be? Have you made space for Him and 
blessed all that has been given to you? 
 
 Granted, God’s timing and ours don’t always coincide but remember 
that making space changes NO WHERE to NOW HERE. Think about it and 
watch your spacing -- it makes all the difference. 
 
Till next week, 
Sister Theresita 
 

Sister T’s Reflection for Us All This Week and Always... 

 



WAY TO GO SSPJ SCHOOL STUDENTS!  WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOUR  
HELPING HANDS AND ALL OF YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS! 



 

SCAN ME! 



 

 

 

THRU 
JUNE 16TH 

 
JUNE 13TH 

THE CARNIVAL IS COMING TO TOWN THIS THURSDAY!!! 
COME ONE COME ALL AND HAVE A BALL! 



SO PROUD OF OUR SSPJ SCHOOL MAY APOSTLES OF HOPE! 



THE GREAT WORKS AT SSPJ SCHOOL! 



Helpful Phone Numbers~ YOU ARE NEVER ALONE 
 
Dept. of Social Services: 631-854-2300 
Alcoholics Anonymous 24-Hour Hotline: 631-669-1124 
Al-Anon Suffolk County: 631-669-2827 
Alzheimer’s Disease: 631-954-2323 
American Red Cross L.I.: 516-747-3500 
Birthright (Pregnancy Support): 631-821-9727 or 1-800-
550-4900 
Brighter Tomorrow (Domestic Violence): 631-395-1800 
Brookhaven Youth Counseling: 631-451-8011 
Catholic Charities (Food Stamp Info): 631-789-9546 
Child Advocacy Center (CAC) (Child Abuse): 631-439-
0480 
Children’s Community: 631-585-2020, 631-476-9698  
www.childrenscommunityhs.org 
Domestic Violence Hotline (Vibes): 631-360-3607  
Elder Abuse: 631-761-7470 
Fidelis Insurance (Family Health Plus): 1-888-343-3547 
Gamblers Anonymous Hotline: 1-855-222-5542 
Good Shepherd Hospice: 631-376-3758 
Hope House Ministries: 631-473-6030 
In Home Care- Home Instead: 631-724-2273 
LI Against Domestic Violence: 631-666-8833 
LI Head Start:631-732-7100 
L.I. Women’s Coalition (Domestic Violence): 631-666-8833 
Memory Care in NY: www.memorycare.com 
Mental Health Emergency:  631-952-3333 
Narcotics Anonymous: 631-689-6262 
Nassau/Suffolk Law: 631-232-2400 
National Aging in place-L.I. Chapter: 631-383-4341 
National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-784-2433 
Office for the Aging: 631-853-8200 
Overeaters Anonymous 631-260-6615 www.SuffolkOA.org 
Rachel’s Hope (Post Abortion): 888-456-4673 
Response Crisis Center: (Suicide Hotline): 631-751-7500 
The Retreat (Domestic Violence Hotline): 631-329-2200 

Collecting new and gently used baby items and delivering them 
to the Life Center of Long Island. These items benefit mothers, 
children, and expectant mothers in need. Your donations build a 
community that supports mothers who choose life for their 
unborn children under difficult circumstances. Suggested 
donation items: Diapers, wipes, bottles. Gently used baby and 
toddler items such as car seats, high chairs, strollers, clothing, 
toys, etc. New baby and toddler items, including diapers, wipes, 

formula, baby food, clothing, etc. PLEASE DROP OFF AT: 56 
TILLOTSON AVENUE, ST.JAMES, NY 

SPECIAL REQUEST:  SUMMER CLOTHES SIZE 2T-4T  BOYS 
AND GIRLS 

Parish Social Ministry 

 

 

We remember, 
 

PATRICK J. KELLY 
 

Safely home in the arms of Jesus 

 

IT’S EASY TO MAKE CHANGES 
Littering.  Most people do not deliberately trash the 

environment,  but almost everyone carelessly litters now 
and then.  It takes a conscious effort to put refuse in its 

place, from cigarette butts and plastic water bottles to food 
packaging seen on the sides of the roads and often within 

several feet of waste bins. 

Our Food Pantry Needs: 
  

 Hormel Chili with Beans 
Hormel Corned Beef Hash  

(Mary Kitchen brand) 
Jarred Pasta Sauce 

 

The next meeting of the Seniors will be on  
June 10th  from 1:30 -3:30 I 

n the Sts. Philip & James Room.  
Please join us for an  

afternoon of faith, fun, and friendship. 

THE RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE  
 

The Respect Life Committee invites you to 
pray the Rosary with them  

for all life from conception to natural death. 
We pray at 8AM weekday  

mornings in the Prayer Room 
 of the Church. Please join  

us. 
 

http://www.childrenscommunityhs.org
http://www.memorycare.com
http://www.SuffolkOA.org
http://www.lifecenterli.org/


TOTALS RECEIVED AS OF 
 June 5th, 2024   

*GOAL: $102,000*  
PLEDGES: $69,365.  PAYMENTS: $52,515. 



Reflecting and Preparing for Next Sunday, June 16th, 2024 
The Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI  ~ 

https://ronrolheiser.com 

W E  A R E  B E T T E R  A N D  W O R S E  T H A N  W E  T H I N K  

 

Our own complexity can be befuddling. We are better than we think and worse than we imagine, too hard and too easy 
on ourselves all at the same time. We are a curious mix. 

On the one hand, we are good. All of us are made in the image and likeness of God and are, as Aristotle and Aquinas 
affirm, metaphysically good. That’s true, but our goodness is also less abstract. We are good too, at least most of the 
time, in our everyday lives. 

Generally, we are generous, often to a fault. Despite appearances sometimes, mostly we are warm and hospitable. The 
same is true in terms of the basic intent in both our minds and our hearts. We have big hearts. Inside everyone, easily 
triggered by the slightest touch of love or affirmation, lies a big heart, a grand soul, a magna anima, that’s itching to be 
altruistic. Mostly the problem isn’t with our goodness, but with our frustration in trying to live that out in the world. 
Too often we appear cold and self-centered when we’re only frustrated, hurt, and wounded. 

We don’t always appear to be good, but mostly we are; though often we are frustrated because we cannot (for reasons 
of circumstance, wound, and sensitivity) pour out our goodness as we would like, nor embrace the world and those 
around us with the warmth that’s in us. We go through life looking for a warm place to show who we are and often 
don’t find it. We’re not so much bad as frustrated. We’re more loving than we imagine. 

But that’s half of it, there’s another side: we’re also sinners, more so than we think. An old Protestant dictum about 
human nature, based on St. Paul, puts it accurately: “It’s not a question of are you a sinner? It’s only a question of what 
is your sin?” We’re all sinners, and just as we possess a big heart and a grand soul, we also possess a petty one (a pusilla 
anima). At the very roots of our instinctual make-up, there’s selfishness, jealousy, and pettiness of heart and mind. 

Moreover, we are often blind to our real faults. As Jesus says, we easily see the speck on our neighbor’s eye and miss the 
plank in our own. And that generally makes for a strange irony, that is, where we think we are sinners is usually not the 
place where others struggle the most with us or where our real faults lie. Conversely, it’s in those areas where we think 
we are virtuous and righteous that often our real sin lies and where others struggle with us. 

For example, we’ve have forever put a lot of emphasis on the sixth commandment and haven’t been nearly as self-
scrutinizing in regard to the fifth commandment (which deals with bitterness, judgments, anger, and hatred) or with the 
ninth and tenth commandments (that have to do with jealousy). It’s not that sexual ethics are unimportant, but our 
failures here are harder to rationalize. The same isn’t true for bitterness, anger, especially righteous anger, nor for 
jealousy. We can more easily rationalize these and not notice that jealousy is the only sin for which God felt it necessary 
to write two commandments. We are worse than we imagine and mostly blind to our real faults. 

So where does that leave us? In better and worse shape than we think. If we could recognize that we’re more lovely than 
we imagine and more sinful than we suppose, that could be helpful both for our self-understanding and for how we 
understand God’s love and grace in our lives. 

Aristotle says, “two contraries cannot co-exist within the same subject”. He’s right metaphysically, but two contraries 
can (and do) exist inside of us morally. We’re both good and bad, generous and selfish, big-hearted and petty, gracious 
and bitter, forgiving and resentful, hospitable and cold, full of grace and full of sin, all at the same time. Moreover, 
we’re generally too blind to both, too unaware of our loveliness as well as of our nastiness. 

To recognize this can be humbling and freeing. We are loved sinners. Both goodness and sin make up our identity. Not 
to recognize this truth leaves us either unhealthily depressed or dangerously inflated, too hard or too easy on ourselves. 
The truth will set us free, and the truth about ourselves is that we’re both better and worse than we picture ourselves to 
be. 

Robert Funk once formulated three dictums on grace which speak to this. He writes: 

 
*Grace always wounds from behind, at the point where we think we are least vulnerable. 
*Grace is harder than we think: we moralize judgment in order to take the edge off it. 
*Grace is more indulgent than we think: but it is never indulgent at the point where we think it might be indulgent. 

We need to be both easier and harder on ourselves – and open to the way grace works. 


