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Rectory Office Hours:  Monday-Friday: 9:00am ï12Noon;  1:00pm ð 9:00pm;   

Saturday: 9:00amð5pm  Sunday: 9amð2:00pm 

Celebrating the Eucharist at Saints Philip and James: 

Weekdays:  (MondayðFriday) 7:30am & 9:15am; Saturday:  9:15am       

Saturday Evening:  5:00pm;  Sundays:  7:30am, 9:00am (Family Liturgy), 10:30am & 12:00 Noon 

Eucharist Adoration every Thursday from 2:00pm-4:00pm & Friday from 8:00pm-10:00pm in the Church 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 6, 2009 

 

 The very music swells and lifts at the beginning of George Frederick Handel's 

Messiah as the tenor sings, "Every valley shall be exalted." The staccato of "ev-ry va-al-

ley" jumps up the scale as though the music itself is lifting up the valleys making a level 

path and a smooth highway. Performances of the Messiah abound this time of year in 

concert halls, churches, and on television. Listen closely, and you may even hear selec-

tions punctuate the piped in music of malls and department stores. 

 What is fascinating is that most people associate one of the most famous selec-

tions from the Messiah with Christmas. But the renowned "Hallelujah" chorus is not 

part of the Christmas section of Messiah. It comes at the end of part two, the section 

devoted to Christ's passion, death, and (hallelujah!) resurrection. There is a certain wis-

dom in associating this Easter message with the Advent-Christmas season. It is Christ's resurrection from the dead that is 

the origin of our faith. And while we prepare to celebrate his birth, what we are ultimately called to do is to be ready for 

when he comes again. 

 The prophet's message that "all flesh shall see the salvation of God," is a reminder in this Advent season of 

where we are really headed. It's likely that we're getting into our cars a little more often these days heading to stores and 

parties and Christmas events. We hope that the road we travel will be smooth. But the prophet's vision isn't about high-

way projects. It is about eternal salvation. Maybe when we get behind the wheel each day this month we can just say a 

little prayer asking God to keep us on the right path. 
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Celebrating the Sacraments 
 

 

Baptism:  Formal entry into our community of faith is 

celebrated for babies and small children almost every 

Sunday afternoon at 2:00 pm.  In order to participate in 

this celebration, the parents must register at the Pastoral 

Center for our pre-baptism program. 

     Older teenagers and adults are prepared for entry into 

the Catholic community through the RCIA process.  

Please call the  Pastoral Center for further details. 
 

 

Confirmation:   Children in the eighth grade are        

prepared to celebrate this Sacrament through programs 

of the Catholic school or the Religious Education       

Office.  Older people can prepare for this important  

Sacrament through the RCIA process which can be    

explained at the Pastoral Center. 
 

 

Eucharist:  Coming together to celebrate the Mass is the 

center of our communityôs life.  The times for these 

weekly and daily celebrations are listed on the front of 

the bulletin. 
 

 

Reconciliation (confession, penance):  Saturdays from 

4:00 pm-5:00 pm in the Church and at any time in the    

Pastoral Center with a priest. 
 

 

Anointing of the Sick:  In the case of a serious,         

unexpected illness, please contact the Pastoral Center at 

any time of the day or night to arrange for a priest to 

pray with the person who is sick.   

     For those about to enter the hospital, we also cele-

brate this Sacrament after the 9:15 am mass on Saturday 

morning. 
 

 

Matrimony:   Couples planning to marry should contact 

a priest or deacon before you visit a reception hall and at 

least nine months before your proposed wedding date.  

Either the bride or the groom must be a registered  mem-

ber of this parish.  Call the Pastoral Center for    further 

details. 
 

 

Holy Orders:  Because we recognize the extreme    

shortage of priests today, we commit ourselves to    

praying regularly to the Holy Spirit for new vocations 

among the young men of our parish. 

 

The Time, Talent and Treasure 

of the parishioners in this parish  

community are coordinated by  

the following people: 
 

Clergy 
Reverend Anthony Stanganelli, Pastor 

Reverend Edward Koch, Parochial Vicar 

Reverend James Maltese (in residence) 

Deacon Ronald Blasius 

Deacon Robert Heschl 

Deacon John Keenan 

Deacon V. Anthony Maggipinto 

Deacon Kenneth Maher 

Deacon Gerard Reda 

 

Areas of Parish Life 
 

 

Liturgy and Spirituality  

Mrs.  Margaret Adams, Director of Music 

Mrs. Annette Mullaney, Childrenôs Choir Director 

Mrs. Lucille Weidner, Sacristan 
 

Faith Formation of Children and Youth 
Mr. Anthony Giordano, Principal of our Parish School 

Mrs. Rosemary Downey, School Secretary 

Ms. Lorraine Cortina, Coordinator of Religious Education 

Mrs. Charlotte Czujko, Communion Coordinator 

Mrs. Patricia Kaleita, Administrator of Religious Education 

Mrs. Suzanne Fitzgibbon, Secretary of Religious Education 
Mr. Frank Brancaccio, Youth Minister 

 

Faith Formation of Adults 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults  
Reverend Anthony Stanganelli 

 

Outreach to the Poor and Needy 
Mrs. Elizabeth Wittish, SFO 

Coordinator of Parishôs Social Ministries 
 

Parish Administration  
Mrs. Marianne Koke, Parish Trustee 

Mr. Michael  Hegarty, Parish Trustee 

Mrs. Noel Rannazzisi, President of the Pastoral Council 

Mrs. Linda M. Kushins, Parish Communications 

Mrs. Elizabeth Law, Receptionist 

Mrs. Theresa Ellner, Receptionist 

Mrs. Linda Jackson, Stewardship 

Mrs. Maureen Gunderson, Bookkeeper 
 

Parish Council Members 

Phil Calderone 

Bryan Gill 

Pamela Keane 

Toni Lamberti 

Terri Pace 

Noel Rannazzisi 

Robert Remhild 

Jennie Smaldino 

Roger Urce 

Lucille Weidner 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
For Week of DECEMBER 6, 2009 

PARISH CALENDAR 
For Week DECEMBER 7, 2009 

SUNDAY, December 6 2009 

Second  Sunday of Advent 

7:30am   For the People of the Parish 

9:00am      Josephine Stincone 

10:30am         Concetta & Emilio Bracone 

12:00Noon Collective Mass: 

  William Pace 

  Jean Allback 

  Gail Keller 

  Thomas Rozzi 

  Ralph Duhning Jr. 

  Ledra Colo 

MONDAY, December 7. 2009 

St. Ambrose 

7:30am  Willam S. Brooks 

9:15am  Robert Nicholas 

5:00pm  Immaculate Conception (Vigil Mass) 

TUESDAY, December 8, 2009 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

7:30am  Jackie Sangemino 

9:15am       Anthony Zielinski 

7:30pm  Immaculate Conception Mass 

  (followed by Prayer for Life Vigil) 

 WEDNESDAY, December 9, 2009 

St. Juan Diego 

7:30am  Deaced members of Dunn, Belot  

  & Kopcinski Families 

9:15am  Emma DeMarco 

THURSDAY, December 10, 2009 

St. Francis Xavier 

7:30am  Fay Buonomo 

9:15am  Collective Mass 

 For all those in the Respect Life Movement 

  Assunta Calamis 

  William Penza 

  Encarnacion Estevez 

  Leo & Elaine LeFort 

FRIDAY, December 11, 2009 

7:30am  G. Thomas Rozzi 

9:15am  August Timke 

7:00pm  Mass of Our Lady of Guadalupe (vigil) 

SATURDAY, December 12,  2009 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
9:15am  Teresa Brooks 

5:00pm  Josephine Tincone 

SUNDAY, December 13, 2009 

Third Sunday of Advent 

7:30am   For the people of the parish 

9:00am      Toni Donals 

10:30am      Martin & Kevin Robinson 

Noon    Collective Mass: 

  William & Steven Culhane 

  JoAnn Kuri 

  Raymond Schoettl 

  Walter Gaylor 

  The Intentions of Angela DôAngelo 

  Rose Gualtieri 

MONDAY, December 7,  2009 

1:00PM  SSPJ Rosary Makers  Pastoral Center 

3:00pm  Cub Scout Meeting  Chapel Basement 

7:00pm  Boy Scout Troop 7 Meeting Auditorium  

7:00pm  Staff/Youth Leader Meeting Pastoral Center 

7:30pm  Spirit of Love Prayer Group Chapel Office 

8:00pm  Guadalupe Rehearsal  Church 

 

TUESDAY, December 8, 2009 

4:30pm  Childrenôs Choir  Church 

6:00pm  Youth Ministry Band Practice Chapel 

7:30pm  Chords of Faith   Church 

8:30pm  Respect Life Natôl Night of Prayer Church 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 9,  2009 

9:45am  Centering Prayer  Chapel Office 

9:45am  Yoga    Chapel 

3:00pm  Girl Scout Meeting  Chapel Basement 

5:00pm  Foster Care Christmas Party Auditorium  

7:00pm  Communion Ii Celebration Church 

7:00pm  Foster Care Christmas Party Auditorium  

7:00pm  Youth Ministry    Chapel 
 

THURSDAY, December 10,  2009 

2:00pm  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  Church 

7:30pm  Adult Choir    Church 
 

FRIDAY, December 11,  2009 

6:30pm  Secular Franciscans  Chapel 

7:00pm  Mass for the Feast of Guadalupe Church 

7:00pm  AA Meeting   Monte 8 

7:00pm  Wash Kit Gang   Pastoral Center 

8:00pm  Guadalupe Reception  Auditorium  
 

SATURDAY, December 12, 2009 

10:00am Circle of Artists    Pastoral Center 

5:00pm  Youth Ministry Poinsettia Sale School Lobby 

7:00pm  Variety Show   Auditorium  
 

 

SUNDAY, December 13, 2009 

8:00am  Youth Ministry Poinsettia Sale School Vestibule 

9:30am  RCIA     Pastoral Center 

1:00pm  Jr. Catholic Daughters Meeting Pastoral Center 

6:30pm  SSPJ Christmas Concert  Church 

7:00pm  AA Meeting   Chapel 
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EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 13, 2009 ~ THIRD  SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

LECTORS SCHEDULE ~ DECEMBER 13, 2009 ~ THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

 

SATURDAY 

5:00PM 

SUNDAY 

7:30AM 

SUNDAY 

9:00AM 

SUNDAY 

10:30AM 

SUNDAY 

12NOON 
 

LUCILLE WEIDNER  JEAN VALENTE  JENNIE  

SMALDINO  

 

TOM SPELLMAN  EILEEN ZINCK  

ALTAR SERVERS SCHEDULE DECEMBER 13, 2009 ~ THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

SAT.  5:00PM 
 

SUN. 7:30AM SUN. 9:00AM SUN.10:30AM SUN. 12:00  NOON 
 

M. LOUGHLIN  
E. LYNCH  
C. MASI-HAYES 
P. MAUCERI 
B. MERINGOLO 
G. PRIEBE 
F. ROMANELLI  
R. ROMANELLI  
J. SMALDINO*  
L. TAURASSI 

P. MARTIN  
E. SMITH 
L. TEPEDINO 
P. VAN GOSTEIN 
L. VIGILANTE  
J. BALZICH* 
C. CZUJKO 
M. FAZIO  
J. HARVEY 
J. IADANZA  
 

D. EARL* 
M. GUIDA  
J. GUIDA 
K. MAYS 
D. MULHALL  
P. PORTANOVA  
K. RAPP 
C. SAPIENZA 
D. SHARKEY 
J. VALENTEZ 

C. ZITO 
G. ZITO 
B. GILL* 
A. HENCHEL*  
P. KALEITA  
E. KALEITA  
J. KENNEDY 
J. KIRDAHY 
L. KUSHINS 
E. KUSHINS 

T. PACE 
R. PEDERSON* 
T. SPELLMAN, JR. 
E. WALSH 
J. GARVEY 
P. IANNUCCILLI  
G. IANNUCCILLI  
J. KALABZA  
F. KALABZA  
J. LAROCCA 

SATURDAY 
5:00PM 

SUNDAY  
 7:30AM 

SUNDAY  
 9:00AM 

SUNDAY  
10:30AM 

SUNDAY  
12:00 NOON 

L. VIVENZIO  
J. VIVENZIO 
B. PETERSEN 

Y. AUBRY 
N. AUBRY 
S. PAGE 

C. ELFERS 
M. KRUSE 
E. ROMEO 

J. LA ROCCA 
R. DEARIE 
T. AGOGLIA  

C. MAHER  
K. TUBBS 
M. POLLICINO  

Weekly Collections: 
 
 

Collection for weekend of November 29, 2009 
 

This Year: $21,000. 
 

 Last Year:  $19,565. 
 

Childrenôs Stewardship: $205. 

 

Minimum weekly collection to maintain  

and operate our Parish Buildings,   

Ministries and Programs,  

including salaries: $20,200. 
 

 
 

THE SSPJ WASH KIT GANG 
Will meet on 

Friday, December 11, 2009. 
We will be making deluxe wash kits 
at our December meeting and need 

donations of hats, gloves, socks, 
ɉÍÅÎȭÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓɊ  

shaving cream, razors, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, combs, brushes, 

 scarves and perfume. 
 

Donations can be dropped off at the  
Parish Center before our meeting  

on December 11th. 
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 An Open Invitation to  

All our Parishioners  

 
During our Churchõs Liturgical Year, we, your priests, are very 

blessed to share ADVENT and LENTEN HEALING PRAYER 
SERVICES with you here in our wonderful Parish of Saints 
Philip & James.   

This year, our  

ADVENT  

HEALING PRAYER SERVICE  

will take place on  

TUESDAY,  

DECEMBER 15
TH

  

at 7:30 P.M.  

 

Once again, we will visit together before the Blessed  
Sacrament, embraced by the Divine Presence of Jesus  
in the Eucharist.  
 

Once again, we will be ONE VOICE  with MANY HEARTS, reflecting on our INNER JOURNEY to the  
MANGER.  
 
Once again, we will carry our families, relatives and friends in our prayerful hearts to JESUS.  
 
Once again, we will join together on our sacred journey of intercession, calling out to JESUS with our needs, peti-
tions, praise and thanksgiving.  
 
Once again, we will Walk on Sacred Ground with JESUS, bowing before His Divine Majesty in Procession with the 
Most Blessed Sacrament.  
 
Once again, our HEARTS will TOUCH a SACRED MOMENT in TIME, lifting us to a NEW, INNER PEACE which 
surpasses all understanding.  
 
Once again, we will celebrate the Miracle of Bethlehem with Music, Reflection and Meditation.  
 
This year, we, your priests, will be joined by guest priests who will pray with each of you privately in different lo-
cations in our church.  
 
This year, if you wish, you can be anointed in a private moment of prayerful intercession with one of your priests.  

 

Once again, we encourage you to join us at òA Quiet Placeó .é.A Home for the Soulé to share  

òBETHLEHEM - An Inner Journey to the Manger.ó 

  
                        Advent Peace & Blessings,            

  Father Tony, Father Ed, Father James  
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THE PASTORõS REFLECTION 

Reflection by Father Tony 

A 
 story is told about a man who calls his wife from his cell phone in a terrible panic. ñI donôt know whatôs going on 

here, dear. I donôt even know where I am!ò And his wife said, ñWell, describe what you see around you and 

maybe I can help you.ò The man continued, ñThereôs a huge ditch over on my left. Next to me thereôs a horse gal-

loping as fast as my car! I have a fire engine behind me clanging its bell and Iôm following this giant pig, but the 

more I speed up, the more I canôt seem to overtake the pig. Itôs just awful, you got to help me! Youôve got to help me.ò And 

the wide said, ñOK ï be calm. Iôll help you. The first thing you need to do, dear, is get off the merry-go-round as soon as it 

stops.ò 
 

How is life a merry-go-round for you? For some of you, it might seem that you are going around in circles and not getting 

anywhere. We often feel that way about the progress or the lack of progress we are making with our life. We go over the same 

issues, meeting the same obstacles, falling into the same mistakes over and over again. For some, the merry-go-round ride of 

life is hopeless. 
 

For some of you, life is a merry-go-round because all the perils of the ride ï the galloping horses or giant pigs ï but really, the 

perils are all make believe. In other words, the pressures we experience in life may not be as real or as perilous as others might 

have us believe. Some people are so addicted to drama and trauma and they love to make us feel that same sense of danger ï 

but really, itôs just a ride and it will soon stop. For some, the merry-go-round ride of life is ridiculous ï but you canôt find a 

way to get off! 
 

For some of you, life is a merry-go-round because the only thing that keeps you on the ride is hope of getting that brass ring. 

And each time you reach for it, it eludes your grasp. I know people who stay stuck in horribly abusive relationships, unhealthy 

relationships, and they keep hoping that maybe the next time around, they will get that brass ring of affirmation, affection, 

acknowledgment of a job well done! But the ring is always out of reach, but we stay on the merry-go-round hoping for that 

elusive payoff! For some, the merry-go-round ride of life is frustrating. 
 

Maybe there is a need for someone to say to you ñGet off the merry-go-round!ò Whether youôre in an unhealthy, abusive rela-

tionship, whether youôre in a situation where the so-called perils are artificially made up by someone who is trying to control 

your life, or whether you are constantly depressed because you donôt seem to be getting anywhere with your life, a good 

friend would say to you, ñGet off the merry-go-round now!ò Well, thatôs what John the Baptist wants to be for you today ï he 

wants to be a good friend who calls you out to see that there is more to life than the empty hollow pursuits that in the end 

make us so sick and tired. But I suppose, before we would even hear the invitation of John the Baptist, weôd have to be sick 

and tired of being sick and tired. We have to be sick and tired of the merry-go-round! 
 

Obviously, when John the Baptist was alive, there were many people who were sick and tired of being sick and tired. They 

found themselves making a pilgrimage into the region of the Jordan River, away from the towns and villages and cities ï 

away from the merry-go-round ï into the wilderness, in order to hear a word of hope. There they heard that the problems of 

life were not being caused by one particular person, or even by one particular party or political system. There they heard that 

the major problem of life is that we pretend that everything is OK, that being on the merry-go-round itself is normal. John the 

Baptist had the courage to say that the lives we live, what we end up settling for, is not normal.  
 

The bottom-line problem is this. Here we are, driving our cars on four flat tires, and we think that this is normal. When we 

pretend that everything in our life is OK, then there is no need for a savior. For many people, Advent is nothing more than the 

merry-go-round of holiday shopping and holiday preparation ï with a passing nod that this is all somehow connected to Jesusô 

birthday ï but no one is asking the more fundamental question. Do I really need a Savior in my life? 

Do you need a Savior in your life? Maybe you might look deep into your soul and ask the following questions: 

  *Am I sick and tired of being sick and tired? 

  *Is there a part of my life that has become totally unmanageable right now? 

  *Have I settled for the merry-go-round of life thinking that this is all there is? 

  *Do I have the courage to believe that I have not really accepted Jesus as my total and absolute  

    savior of my life because maybe he might restructure my way of thinking and acting? 

 

Do you really want to get off the merry-go round? Do you really want a Savior in your life? 



 7 


